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. WASHINGTDN jrd When
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi faced
scorn from fellow Democrats dur-
| ingarecent closed-door meeting for
| not moving more aggressively on
i Iraq, it was conservative Blue
—- her ideological opposites — whu :
rose to defen?hex :
i i The . tmllkeiy suppart--
4 1eﬁected an emerging
~dynamic in the House,
Mwhere the 43 ng]:\t-of center
fiscal hawks, including |
s. Heath Shuler and
Meie Mdntyn, of North
- Carolina, are. mcreasmg}y-;‘_
| asserting their power, work-
] mg1 to m@derfate the pahxt:_‘;les
ang 1magen a party with a  pgpLosi
liberal base ané ]Egdﬁih to # g
match. '
The coalition’s name is a play on
yellow dog Democrats, an epithet
that came into being in the 1920s to

who, it was said, would vote for a
yellow ‘dog if it ran on the
Democratic ticket. Democrats who
5aid, their. moderate to conservative
views had been “choked blue” by
the party’s liberal flank started
referring to themselves as blue dogs
and formed their group after.
Republicans. swepr contml ¢>f the.
House in1994.
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‘ that proposal by Pelosi ally John

. major victory, when’ Denmcrats
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- priorities.

port of the group — particul
nine freshman members, whose vic-

- fories over l\epubhn:an incumbents mc:»derate the S
in conservative districts helped to -;po!i{:ies andi lmage _ﬁ)
“hand Democrats the Haus@ a1 ofa pafty th B

the Blue Dogs have piayed a key
role in halting an emerging plan to
p}ace strict cond:tions on war fund-
ing. Their revolt helped beat back

Murtha, D-Pa. Leaders are now con-
sidering a watered-down version.
They started the year with a

adopted strict ay-as-you-go”
at tgiue Dogs have
advocated for years fo
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block measures that would &= ' ys. RE
deepen the deficit. 5 e

S st thelt s The unlikaly’;{*“ﬁ"f
tence t F i p
e .suppoft reflected an

ing measure stay  within
strict budget limits helped
Democrats pass the bill
| along with boosts for veter-
ans, health resgarch and
“education handing  the
party its ohly. Subatanuve-

win so far this year. g ks
The group’s next maj.
likely to come when De ats.
look to pass a budget. Maﬁy in the
party are pushing %ﬂr tax increases
to fund education, heaith and oti‘;e
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